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I MINA 'TRENT AI DOS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
2013 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Resolution No. 277-32 (COR) 

Introduced by: T. R. Muiia Barnes 
B. J.F. Cruz 
R. J. Respicio 
T. C. Ada 
V. Anthony Ada 
FRANK B. AGUON, JR. 
Chris M. Duenas 
Michael T. Limtiaco 
Brant T. McCreadie 
Tommy Morrison 
Vicente (ben) C. Pangelinan 
Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr. 
Michael F. Q. San Nicolas 
Aline A. Yamashita, Ph.D. 
Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D. 

Relative to commending and recogmz1ng the W estCare 
Pacific Islands organization, the Guam HIV/AIDS Network 

0 

(GUAHAN) Project, and the Guam Alternative Lifestyle 
Association (GALA) on the occasion of the Annual Exhibit 
and Candlelight Vigil Cere1nony in honor of World AIDS 
Day on December 1, 2013. 

I BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMJ\!IITTEE ON RULES OF I 

2 !VIINA'TRENTAI DOS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN: 

3 WHEREAS, World AIDS Day is observed on the !st of December every year, 

4 and it is an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV, to 

1 



1 show their support for people living with HIV, and to commemorate those people who 

2 have died from the disease; and 

3 WHEREAS, World AIDS Day is celebrating its 25th year of Global Health 

4 Day, which began in 1988; and 

5 WHEREAS, the Guam HIV/AIDS Network (GUAHAN), founded by Alexis 

6 Silverio, Terry Aguon, and Tim de la Cruz, is the island's AIDS Service Organization, 

7 and is a project of the WestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI) organization; and 

8 WHEREAS, the global theme of this year's World AIDS Day ceremony is: 

9 "Shared Responsibility; Strengthening Results for an AIDS-Free Generation," while it 

10 continues to strive towards its goal of "Getting to Zero: Zero AIDS-Related Deaths; 

11 Zero Discrimination; Zero New Infections." 2013 marks thirty-two (32) years since 

12 the first case of HIV I AIDS was confirmed; and 

13 WHEREAS, there have been approximately two hundred forty-four (244) HIV 

14 cases diagnosed on Guam since 1985; and sixty-four (64) people are currently living 

15 with HIV on Guam. Globally, an estimated 33.3 million people have HIV. Nationally, 

16 young people between the age of thirteen (13) to twenty-nine (29) years old account 

17 for 40% of all new HIV cases; and on Guam accounts for 32%, which makes 

18 educating our island's youth about HIV I AIDS a priority; and 

19 WHEREAS, many scientific advances have been made in HIV treatment, and 

20 there arc now laws to protect people living with HIV. Despite this, however, many 

21 people still do not know the facts about how to protect themselves and others from 

22 HIV, and stigma and discrimination remain a reality for many people living with HIV; 

23 and 

24 WHEREAS, World AIDS Day is an important occasion, as it reminds the 

25 public and the government that HIV has not gone away; and that there is still a vital 

26 need to raise money for services to increase awareness, to fight prejudice, and to 
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1 improve HIV/AIDS education; and 

2 WHEREAS, as part of Guam's and the international community's efforts to 

3 observe December 1 as World AIDS Day, the Guam HIV/AIDS Network 

4 (GUAHAN), a project of WestCare, with the help of Guam's Alternative Lifestyle 

5 Association (GALA), will be holding a Candlelight Vigil Ceremony at 5:30 p.m. at 

6 the WestCare Office in Tamuning; and 

7 WHEREAS, the WestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI) organization is part of the 

8 WestCare nationwide family of tax-exempt organizations that provide a wide 

9 spectrum of health and human services in both residential and outpatient environments 

10 to more than thirty thousand (30,000) youth, adults and families annually; and 

11 WHEREAS, the WCPI organization also provides services, such as substance 

12 abuse and addiction treatment, homeless and runaway shelters, domestic violence 

13 treatment and prevention, and mental health programs; and 

14 WHEREAS, WestCare also provides prevention education and supportive 

15 group counseling for girls ages twelve (12) to seventeen (17) years old, through a 

16 program called Project Isa-ta; and 

17 WHEREAS, Project Isa-ta aims to reduce the risk of contracting HIV I AIDS 

18 and sexually-transmitted diseases (STDs) among our young girls, as well as to 

19 increase their self-esteem and positive body image, and to educate them on abuse and 

20 violence; now therefore, be it 

21 RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'Trentai Dos Na 

22 Lihcslaturan Guahan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guahan and the people 

23 of Guam, commend and recognize the \VestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI) organization; 

24 Alex Silverio, Terry Aguon, and Tim de la Cruz of the Guam HIV/ AIDS Network 

25 (GUAHAN) Project; the Guam Alternative Lifestyle Association (GALA); and the 

26 Department of Public Health and Social Services (DPHSS) on the occasion of the 
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I Annual Candlelight Vigil Ceremony in honor of World AIDS Day on December 1, 

2 2013, at the WestCare Office in Tamuning; and be it further 

3 RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules 

4 certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of 

5 the same be thereafter transmitted to Sarah Thomas-Nededog, Regional Vice 

6 President of the WestCare Pacific Islands organization (WCPI); to Alex Silverio, 
, 

7 Principal Founder of the Guam HIV/AIDS Network (GUAHAN) Project; to Terry 

8 Aguon, Co-Founder of the Guam HIV/AIDS Network (GUAHAN) Project; to Tim de 

9 la Cmz, Executive Director of Guam's Alternative Lifestyle Association (GALA), and 

10 Co-Founder of the Guam HIV/AIDS Network (GUAHAN) Project; to James Gillan, 

11 Director of Department of Public Health and Social Services; and to the Honorable 

12 Edward J.B. Calvo, I Maga'] ah en Gufillan. 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMlvlITTEE ON RULES 
OF I MINA'TRENTAI DOS NA LIHESIATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 27Tn 
DAY OF NOVEJ\!IBER 2013. 

JUDITH T. WON PAT, Ed.D. 
Speaker Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

NA BARNES 
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